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The first ¥ national Hungarian govermment was formed at the beginning of
1945 at Dehreczen under the leadership of the Hunparian General VFERES, Soon after
there came a coalition goverment with seat in Budapest and Zoltan TIIDTY as
Prime Minister. The latter was a member of the 8mall ¥wmx Farmer's Party. Ferenc
while

ERDEI, also of the Farmer's Party, was the first Minister of Interdor Affairs
Ferenc NAGY came into this first Cabinet as Minister of Reconstruction, 25X1

In November 1945 ERDEI was replaced as Minister of Interior Affairs by the

Communist KKX RAJK,
In July 1946 the first Hunparian republic was set up, President of this republj
“ : lic
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was Zoltan TIIDEY, ard Ferenc NAGY was Prime Minister,

Ferenc NAGY also belonged to the Small Farmers! P.rty, which got about €7 per cent
of all votes in thc first elections held after the war,

Very quickly the Cormunists, with the support of the Russians, got more and
more influence; they sought for an opportunity to shove Zoltan TIILDFY amide,
Finally the following club was found: a son-in-law of Zoltan TIID™Y named Victor og5x1
CSRNOKY-BUN was Ambassacdor | \

Zoltan TIIDEY was forced to resign. He was not arrested but wvas put under house arrest
which lasted vntil after the 20th Party Congress in Russia,

TIIDEY was succeeded by the Social-Democrat Zolten XXXXXIEXXEXXXX IAYASITS,

a fellow=traveler of the Communists,

Beside the Prime Minister Ferenc NAGY worked RAKOSI as deputy Prime Minister.
RAK®BI was a strong Communist and First fecretary of the CP, In reality, he was
the man who held the reins,

First Secretary of the Small Farmers'!' Party was Bela KOVACS, a very good friend mf¥
of Ferenc NAGY, This ROVACS was takeu prisoner by the Ruscians in 1947 and deported to
Russiae This was a sign to Ferenc NAGY to take to his heels as fast as possible.

He went to Switzerland on vacation, so to speak, and did not come back, Inmediately
he was mmemxs® pilloried by the Communist press as a reactionary and a capitalist

sympzT.thiZer. 25X1

After this, on 21 August 1948, the organization of the Hungarian Feople's
Republic took places The first Prime Minister of the People's Republic, Iajos
DINNYES, was not a Communist but belonged to the most extreme left wing of the
Small Farmer's Party., He was a willing tool in the hands of the Communists,

Pather soon after he came to pover, agreements were made with Russia and
the other satellite countries, such as Rumania, Czechslovakia, Yugoslavia, etc,
What was striking was that two or three months after the ract with Yugoslavia was
made, Tito pulled down the displeasure of the Kremlin upon his neck and was
booted out of the Cominform,

About March 1949 Iajos DINNYES was replaced by Istvan DBI, who had also
belonged to the 1ft wing of the Small Farmers' Porty, Obviously Iajos DINNYES
could not be maintained in power becsuse he was a bhig landowner and had extensive
holdings dmxkkex in the Budapest area. Istven DBI, on the contrary, came
from the small farmers! class and thus tas more accertable, 25X1

After Ferenc NAGY had left| | the Communists took power openly
in Hungary., The Corvmnist and the Social-Democratic Rarties were merged, and
the other parties gradually disappeared frcem the scene, Also the terror in Hungary
began at that time,

The purge of higher officlals also began, A1l the scction chiefs of the
departnents vere replaced by Cormunists or by people vhom the Cormunists considered
reliable,

Yhen Istvan DOBI came to ppwer in 1949, the purge of officials NN continuaJ.
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They did not limit themselves then tc the higher officials; all officials were now
"purified," The Communists end those whose origins and attitudes were armarently

not untrustworthy could remain,
Origin, ahove all, was important in this comnection, An intellectual who

came from the wealthier clusses was irmmediately disumissed, but if an intellectual 25X 1
carie from the workers! or farmers' class, that vas Aifferent,

| |
|

Subject!s Part in the Revolutions

¥Before the outhreak of the revolution there was no orgaiiized undsrground
oprosition to the regime in Hungary| | True, the 25X1
ma jority of the people were efainst the Rucsians and the Communist regime, bu
it xx definitely was not nossible to oprose in an organized way. After the
20th Farty Congress in Moscow, where i% was promised, amonr otter tnings, that
the satellite countries would et mors freedom, and vihere the Russians swore off
Stalinisn, Hungary too seeamed freer, The press +urned strongly cgainst Stelinism
and everyone believed that everythin. would be better enc tue people would be freer,
The events in Poland went along with this., Above all the intelloactvals and students
began to bestir themselves, Mony intellectuals were meubers of the Petdfi Club H
in tue montis of Septaxiher, Cetoher, and liovember 1956, this eliut held weekly
neetings vhich were very heavily attended and at vhich criticism of +le earlier
Stalinist regime and the covernment was voiced, Some of these rathorings grow
to e meetings attended by scme thousands of perscons, Ailso from the universities
more open propaganda against Stalinism and JANCRI was heard. Originally the
propagance vas nct onenly Adireetly at Russia, bul xxkkxx there was insistence
upon rore freedcms, such a8 the Froe expression of opinion. freedom of the press,
etc. Xxmm The Petrefi Club put questions to the govermment, and the govermnent
efmitted that vuriovs things weie wrong. Teople in Hungary wondered why, hereas
Stalinism had been deposed, RAKCEI romnined in powery RAKOSI was mown as a gocd
pupil m&m%and follower of Stalin, Indeed RAKOEI did step down, but he vas
succeeded by GiRO, also a Stalinist, so that in reality nothing changed, The
Petofi Club, whose »x members saw clearly that nothing had really been changed,
reacted against this, and its meetings were forbidden for a %imm long time by GERO,

Despite all this, there was no talk of any revolutionary movement, and there was
nce oge in Hungary vho had expected the outbreak of a revolutions

It was kmown that on 23 October the students were holding an orderly and
peaceful denonstration, This demonstration wus directed azainst Stalinism and
requested more freedome "he deiionstration, vhich originally was winked at by
the authorities, wus forbidden during the course of the day ™ the Ministry of 925x1
Internal Affairs, ™t this ban was lifted afterc short time.

Vhat was remarkable was that after that permission was
take part in ths demonstration,
Rarty Secretary reororted that everyore who wanted O do so coudd go out on the street
to denonstrates The fact that the Cenonstration was not oririnally directed ggainst
Russia apreared from the mstimmgod  bamers vhich were ca~ried, some of whidh
saids "Long live the peW Mmgerian-Russian friendship,®

The Juronstration lasted until evening, and at about 200Chours the first
Hungarian flags with the Kosruth emblems appearsd in the strects. A wave of emotion
floolec through many., The deuonstrators went to the Stalin Square, and then for
the first time anti-Russian slogans were heard, vhile some people also tried
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to pull dovn the monmument of Staline Soldiers and policemen had joined the
demonstrators, and no on-duty police were present,
From the Stalin Square the crowd went to the Museum Street vhere the Radio
Budapest building ise The demonstrators wanted accens to the studio, but the
AVH men on duty,vho were guarding the place, prevented this, 25X1
In fron of the studio there was a truck with AVH men, and this was the
introduction to the first acts of violence, The AVH-ers were surrounded and there were

shotsa |

The next morning there were shots being fired all over Budapest, andkim
the radio announced that the workers must not o to work but must peacefully
remain at home to await further orders, On that day, too, the first Russian tanks =3
appeared on the streets, and there wmxx® was fighting in the streets everywhere.
These fights lasted up to 25 Octobere. Imre NAGY, who had succeeded GERO, stated
that the weapons must be laid down, It then became rather peacefulj pre-vwar Lliterallﬂ
parties mut out little newspapers sdm in which demands were made upon the
coverrment and in which it was insisted upon that the Russian occupation should
be ended, Almost everyone went baci. to work, but the political situation continued
to change,
A central vorkers! council was chosen; also, workers! councils vere chosen in 25X1

the industries, |

It was the intenthon
that from this council an executive committes would be chosen which would take over
the direction of the industry. But it didn't come to this, in view of the fact
that it had become 4 Novenber and theRussians attacked Budapest.

25X1

| Imre Negy had denounced the Warsaw treaty, and the
people were oi the opinion that the makimedodxkme®  game had been won, 25X1

A mood of pgnic dominated the place; there was no
work done, and everyone spoke of the possibility of fleeing to the West, In the 25X1
following weeks, too, practically no work was done, and because more people Were
fleeing all the time,

25X1
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Travel

Until 1948, traveling in Hungary vas free from restrictions. After the
breal. with Tito ons could go +to the Hungarian-Yugroslav bhorcer area withémt
special permission, Soon afterwards this was expanded to include the Western
border arnas, In the first vlace, a strip of 5CC meters along the border was
forbidden to everyone, In addition, one was allowed to go into the border
strip about 25 to 30 lm. from the border only if he had a xs® special permite
This permit had to be requested from thepolice of the place wimsrermmes dtwesd
where one lived; it was given for family visits and husinsss trips. One had to
prove, hovever, that he had relatives Xovckdme or had to do businecs in the
borcder stripe

(n arrival at a plece within the forbidden strip, one had to reprort to the
ereen AVH, where the perrit was sealed, The came thing took place when one left,

The checking of these regulations was very strict andwas handled by the
grren AV,

Up to the swmer of 1956 the 50C meter strip, as well as having blockades,
vas very strictly guarded by the AVH, After hat time the limitetions aprplying
to the horder area became somewhat milder, 25X1

| up to 1953-54 no one, with the exception of
official personalities, could go outside the country, even to Ruzsig and the
satellitese In 1954, for the first time, "fellowship" "com.pany*'j trips to
th= satellites were organized by the stete travel office IBUSA, A private trip to
Russia was first possib e in 1956, vhile trips to the West irere organized in March 1956,

Un to June 1956 one n-~eded a visa for trips to the satellites, &fbex Xy that,
traveling to these countreis became very simple. One *oolr his rersonal identity
certificate to the travel office, where he got an entry paper, after which he
could travel to the country concerned with no more trouble.

Buying motor vehicles etec.: Buying of bicycles and motorbikes is free im
Hungary. However, it is a lot of trouble to get onme ; one had to be on a waiting-list
for a long time because of the short supply.

Yor huying an auto, one must have a huying permit, Such a remilt is given only
to Party functionaries, higher officials, #mxoxmxy doctors, and such persons,

Bven with a perudt it was not easy to get possession of a car since only
a few are available. In the swwmer of 1956 this became sanewhat easier because
then many cars, brand-name Wartburg, were imported from Fast Germmy, Dkeserkex
These auvtos cost from 40 to 50 thousand florints,

Gasoline and o0il were rationed and one got a gasoline card only if he had 25X
a reriit for an autoe
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